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Brief Legislative History of the Women's 3uffrage Movemeut in a.l

Wisconsin,

——

—
——

From *Aeguaintances Old and lew Among Reformers,® by the Rev,
= st Olympia Brown, i

1848, Walworth ecunty delegates to the econstitutional convention,
who had been free spilers in Jlew York, demanded that the
constitution should provide for equal suffrage, It did
not do that but it did provide that a change in tue elec=
torate eould be made by the act of one legislature and a
referendum, instead of two legislatures and a referendum,
a8 required for constitutional changes,

————— Woman's suffrage celub formed at Kiehland Center,
1880, suffrage convention held at ihe opera house at kilwaukee,
1882, Wis, Woman's Suffrage Association organized, (See histery

of the Wis, Woman's Suffrage Associstion in the Lilwaukee
Free Press, July 23, 1911, )

1885, People adopted the measure by referendum,

"Hvery woman who is & cltizen of this state, ete,, who has
resided within the state one year and within the city or
town in which she claims the right to vote ten days next
preceding any election pertaining to school matters shall
have a Tight to vote at such election®,

The women were informed by some that the oill gave full
suffrage on all sunjects at any election in which scheol
matters were involved, Courts decided otherwise, Women
spent $2000 carrying on the suilt; the society ran in
debt, and lMrs, Brown and others toured the country to
raise money,

Facte obtained from lLegislative Journals,

1899, Mr, Bjorn Holland introduced Assembly Bill 166 to confer
upen women the right of suffrage upon the question of
the granting of licenses to deal or traffic in spirit-
uous, malt or intoxieating liquors or drinks =ms a Dever=
age, This pill was indefinitely postponed,

1801, ur, Herman Pomrening (by request) introduced issemoly Bill
608, relating to the exercise of the righi of suffrege
by women upon special and gensral elections, Heferred to
comnittee on judiclary and indefinitely postponed,

1904, Mr, David Xvans introduced Assembly Bill 338, to confer
the elective frauchise on women, Indefinitely postponed
by vote of 47 to &6,
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1903, Mr. Evens presented (by request) memorial to Congress esking
for the submission to the state of amendment to the consti-
tution of the U.5., providing for the protection of women
citisens in the exercise of their right of suffrage. Do not
find that it wes ever reported out of comuittee.

1903, Mr. Wm. 0'Neil introduced Bam"-‘a Bill 80, to confer the elac- —
tive franchise on women. ote of
_____w:l £ not vating

1906. Ur. k. B. Burns introdueed Senate Bill 597, exte the right
of suffrage to women in city,. village, ana towar ers. In=-
definitely postponed.

_180F. lir. Burns introdueed Senate Bill 598 to provide for separate
ballots and ballot boxes for women in school elections. In-
definitely postponed. "

1909, Mr. J« Hs Stout introduced Senste Bill 144 providing for full
suffrage to women; guestion to be presented to a referendum
on & separste ballot. Passed. Feiled in Assenbly 53 to 34.

1911. Mr. Chas. Bs: Perry introduced Assembly Bill 403 to extend full
suffrage to women. Committee recommended indefinite postipone=-
ment. Recoumendation acecepted.

1911. Mr. Arthur EKshn introfuneed Assembly Bill 1038 whieh became Ch.
384, Laws of 191Xk, This provides for separate ballot boxes
e YW T, LT OFAEY O PFEVEAT ThelT voting on other than School

matters.

1911. WMr. J. H. Eamper introduced iAssembly Bill 79, to give full suf-
frage to women. On recommendation of the committee, indefin-
itely postponed, as also the subatitute amendment of Mr. Leed.

1911. Mr. Gebriel Zophy introduced 5. J. R. 16 to amend the constitu=-
tion by striking out the word mele. Indefinitely postponed.

191l. Mr. Devid G. James introduced Jenste Bill 103, which beceame Ch.
287, lews of 1911. It passed the Senate by vote of 16 to 4,
the Lsspenbly by vote of 49 to 18. Vias referred to the people
in Nov.1912, and defeated by vote of 227,024 to 136 .,546.

1913. Mr. Axel Johnson introdmnced Assembly Bill 520 fto give full suf-

frage. Indefinitely postponed.
Mr. Glenn introdiuced Senate Bill 226; paseged in Senate 17 to

16, passed in Assemily 47 to 26; vetoced by governor.




1916. lir. W. 0. Bradley introduced Assembly Bill Ho. 212 to give
full suffrage. Indefinitely postponed. Al'ﬂa‘!, lloes 41.
118,5. introduced by Senatoer Robert

gAams_proviesens, refused passage, Ayes 1b, Huaa 16.

19156, Mr. H. M. leursen introdueced assembly Bill Ho. 230 to grnnt—"’“
women the right to vote for presidential electora.
finitely postponed.
14,8, introduged by Senator George LE. Scott contained same
— ~~  provisions. Indefinitely postponed. Ayes £4, Noes 7.

1916, Mr. Axel Johnson introduced Assembly Bill No. 577 to create
section 18m of the statutes extending the right of suf-
frage to women in county, town, eity and village elections
in eounties which adopt 1%e provisions.
41£,5. introduced by Semator Pearce A. Tompkines contained
the same provisions. Indefinitely postponed. Ayes 35, Hoes




1915,

4%t the joint committee hearings of the 1915 peseion, on -
the woman suffrage bills, lar. 18, 1915, the following nylagm.'-o
appeared in favor of the bill: Asgemblymen Minkley and w. C.
Bradley, Congresaman Irvine Lenrocot, and Mra. H. M. Youmans of
Waukegha, lrs. Joseph Jastrow of Hndimn. Hra. lieCreaxry of Green
Bay and Mrs. Hooper of Oshkosh. IS

i e ——

___.‘_Erﬁnng:aaam Lenroot in spesking for the bill ixyluinaﬂ
%+ he voted againet the federal consgtitutional

amendment be- —
cause he believed that every etete should lniigm_ﬂm
er ite women should have tha right fo w.ts, o :

Mx, Hile 5T ﬂilnnhn end lir. George Xroncke of Madison
spoke against the bills as representatives of the Cerman Amer-
ican iance. Llir. Miunkley &8s & member of the German Americen
Alliance objected, stating that the Alliasnce was by no means
unanimous in ite stend against suffrage.

lo. El2,4. was reported out of committee withoul recommen-
dation.

No. 118,3. was recommended for indefinite postponement by
the senate committee on state affeirs, Senators Arnold, Culbert-

son and Cunningham dissenting.

lo. 230,4. was recommended for indefinite puipmnt by -
the comnittee on state sffairs. 7 Rl

Ho. 164,8. was recoumended for indefinite pnntpmn‘t by
committee on ntut- affairs.
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Information gained from Mise Ads Jemes, Chairmen of the Legisla-
tive Committee of the Wisconein Voman's S3uffrage Assccistion.

In 1911 there were two classes of women lobbying--those who
came to work for the suffrage bill, and those who came to work for
the anti-tubereculosis apprnpriatian. the ehild lsbor bill, the
nitrate of 204 -cther—aimiiar Metsures. The latter
—were Tound to be ardent suffragists who Jjoined the forces of the
suffrage lobbyiste, A4 thorough canvas of all the members
and the bill passed 16 to 4 in the Senate; 40 to 18 -4in the Assem-

bly.

—~~-%ith these women &s a nucleus, & new organigation was formed--
the Political Egualitr League. It opensd headguarters in lilwaukee,
organiged a Men's lesgue, and carried on the campaign for the adop-
tion of the bill &t the referendum. Their expenditures were limit-
ed by the Corrupt Practices Aot to $10,000. The bill wae defeated
at the polls in Hov. 191E by & larger vote then that csst for pre-
gident, due to the faet thal the bsllots for guffrage were cast sep-
:ra{aly, and the liquor interests were thus able to keep their men
n line.

In Peb. 1913, the Voman's Suffrage Associstion of which the
Rev. Ulympis Brown was president, united with the Political Egqual- -
ity League, of which Mies Ada James wes president, and lirs. Henry
M. Youmens wae elected preeident of the new organizaetion, the Wis-

iters. 4

In the - .on Benator Glenn introduced Senate Bill 22ba,
giving full suffiPer to womemn. kir. Hobert Wild, representing the
German American liquor interests was the only person who appeared
againet it at the denste hesring. In the Assembly hearings, the
women Anti-Suffragiste appeared for the first time; Mrs. Hobbinms,
Mrs. Hoyt, and kire. Eurts of lilwaukee.

The Suffragists again made & canvas of the legislature. 1In
the Senate they thought they had 282 out of 3£ votes, but the Iro-
gressives did not stend by them, and the wote stood 17 to 15 in
favor of the bill.

In the Assembly, the committee recommended ites adoption, with
Mr, Mahon and Mr. Dietrich dissenting. The women, believing that

the Progressives wished the bill defeated because they did not want

the responasibility for signing the bill to rest upon the governor,
who might thus be injured with the liguoer interest, secured the
votes of a number of Democratic members. They also sent telegrams
to the Progressive Headquarters snd to lir. Hoosevell, and telegrams
ecoming back from those sources whipped scome of the perty into line.
The result was a vote of 47 to 26 in favor of the bill. But it was
vetoed by the governor, on the ground that it was oo svon to place
the matter before the veters again.




