
BRIEF LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF THE 

WOMAN'S SUFFRAGE M07EMEFT IH 

WISCONSIN 

By J. W. Mciäullin 

Madison Sept 1915 

, F2û^1 



B r i e f L 8 g i « l a t i y e His to ry of the Woraen»» su f f r age Moirement i a *̂  ' ' 

Wiscousio, 

fsro'm »Acqa^intanoea 014 aaá lew Amoíig Rs fonae r» , " ^y tli@ Rev, 
Olympia Brow», 

1848. Walworth county delegates to the constitutional eoxireutiou, 
who had been free soilers in Mew York, demaiided that the 
eonstitution should provide for equal suffrage. It did 
Qot do that Dut it did provide that a change in the elec-
torjate eould toe made oy the act of oae legislature aïid a 
referendxim, instead of two legislatures mad m. refereiaduffi| 
a» required for eonstitutional changea, 

WoiBan»a suffrage club formed at Kiehlaöd Ceater, 

1880, suffrage convent ion held at the opera house at iáilwaukee, 

1882. Wis, WOBM«i»0 suffrage Àssociatioa erganiaed, (see history 
of tae wis. WoHi&n»s Suffrage Association ia the ¿¿iiwaukee 
tree Bresa, July 23, 1911.) 

188Ö, people adopted the measure üy referendum, 
•'î very woraaji who is a citizaa of this state, ete,, who ha» 

resided within the state one year miå within the city or 
town in which she claims the right to vote ten days next 
preceding any election pertaining to school isaattere aaall 
have a rignt to vote at such election". 
The women were informed toy some that the öill gave full 

suffrage on̂ ŝll supjeots at any election la which school 
matters were involved. Courts decided otherwise, 'Womea 
spent f2000 carrying ott the suit; the society ran in 
debt, and Mrs, Bî"®wa «nd other» toured the country to 
raise money, 

pacte ootained from Legislative Journal», 

1099. Mr. Bjora Holland introduced Assembly Bill 166 to confer 
upon women the right of suffrage upon the question of 
the granting of license» to deal or traffic- in spirit­
uous, malt or intoxicating liquors or driafes as a oever-
age, Thiø Dili was indefinitely postponed, 

1901. Mr, Herman Pomrening (toy request) introöuced AsseMöly Bill 
608, relating to the exercise of the right "of «uffr*ge 
toy women upon special and general election», Keferred to 
committee on judiciary and indefinitely postponed, 

1903, Mr. David lavans introduced Assembly Bill 338, to confer 
the elective franchise on women. Indefinitely postponed 
öy vote of 37 to 3ö, 



Í2) 

1903. 

1905. 

W 4í 

Evans presented (toy request) memorial to Congress asking 
för^ the submission to the state of amendment to the oonsti-
tution of the U.S., providing for the protection of women 
eitiaens in the exercise of their right of suffrage. Do not 
find that it was ever reported out of coLamittee. 

Mr, V/m. O'leil introduced Senate Bill 80, to conferjthe^^^^e^as» 
tive franchise on women. Lost on soe^jiia--reading "by vote of 

_JL,S^.CL-JI2; -4-ff<5txred, 2 not voting. 

190B. Mr. iâ, E. Burns introduced Senate Bill S97, extending the right 
of suffrage to women in city,, village, and town matters. In­
definitely postponed. 

19Ô&. Mr. Burns introduced Senate Bill 398 to provide for separate 
hallo US and toallot boxes for women in school elections. In­
definitely postponed. 

1909. Mr. J. H. Stout introduced Sen8,te Bill 144 providing for full 
suffrage to women; question to toe presentea to a referendum 
on a separate toallot. Passea, Failed in Asserably 53 to 34, 

1911. iár. Ohas. B. Perry introduced Ässemtoly Bill 403 to extend full 
suffrage to women. Coiiuaittee recommended indefinite postpone­
ment, Hecommendation accepted. 

1911. Mr. Arthur Kahn introduced Assemtoly Bill 1028 which toeeame Oh. 
384, Laws of 1911; Shis provides_for separat^_ballot_tooxef' __ 

--,„̂ ,-=,.-==̂ .0̂ «5̂ ,031̂ ^ on other than echool 

matters. 

1911. Mr. J. H. Kamper introduced Assemtoly Bill 79, to give full suf­
frage to women. On recomiaendation of the cowiBiittee, indefin­
itely postponed, as also the substitute amendment of Mr. Heed. 

1911. Mr. Gabriel Zophy introduced 3. J. R. 16 to amend the eonstitu­
tion toy striking out the word male. Indefinitely postponed. 

1911. Mr, David G. James introduced Senate Bill 102, which became Oh, 
2S7, laws of 1911. It passed the Senate toy vote of 16 to 4, 
the iissemtoly toy vote of 49 to 18. v/as referred to the people 
in Hov.1912, ane; defeated by vote of ££7,024 to 136,546. 

1913. Mr. Axel Johnson introduced Asseüibly Bill 5i'0 to give full suf­
frage. Indefinitely postponed, 
Mr. Glenn introduced Senate Bill 225; passed in Senate 17 to 
15, passed in Assembly 47 to 26; vetoed by governor. 

«• 



1915. Hr. W. Ö. Bradley introduced Assembly Bill lo, 212 to giv© 
full suffrage. Indefinitely postponed. Ayes 49, loes 41. 
118,S. introduced toy Senator Robert. Glenn - coataiB#d-*rôr- ~" 
Bains prö-viei-ens, refused passage. Ayes lö, iioes 16. 

1915. Mr. H. M. I&aursen introduced ASøemtoly Bill lo. 230 to grant 
women the right to vote for presidential electors. Inde­
finitely postponed. 
164,S. introduced toy Senator George E. Scott contained saaie 
provisions. Indefinitely postponed, üyes 24, Moes 7. 

1915. Mr. Axel Johnson introduced Âssembly Bill Ho. 577 to create 
section 12ffi of the statutes extending the right of suf­
frage to women in county, tovm, city and village elections 
in counties which adopt its provisions. 
412,3, introduced by Senator i'earce A. l'orapkâns contained 
the same provisions. Indefinitely postponed. Ayes 36, loes 
6. 



1916. At the joint committee hearings of the 1916 session, on 
the woman suffrage bills. Mar. 18, 1916, the following speakers 
appeared in favor of the bill: Assemblymen Minkley and ¥, C. 
Bradley, Congressman Irvine Lenroot, and Mrs. H. M. Youmans of 
Waukesha, Mrs. Joseph Jastrow of Madison, Mres. McCreary of Green 
Bay and îvîrs. Hooper of Oshkosh. 

_._. jrassaan Lenroot in speaking for the bill explained 
Hiat he voted against the federal constitutional amendment to^^;^._ _, 
cause he believed that every state should, decide for-i*^eIT'wheth­
er its women should have the right Jbfi_ jeté. ' 

Mr. 'Ki-M'-of̂ 'iiiiwaukiee and Mr, George Eroneke of Madison 
spoke against the bills as representatives of the G-erman ümer-
ioan Alliance. Mr. Minkley as a member of the German American 
Alliance objected, stating that the Alliance xsras by no means 
unanimous in its stend against suffrage. 

IÎ0. 212,Ü. was reported out of coûimittee without reeocHaen-
dation. 

Ho. 118,â. was recoiomended for indefinite postponement toy | 
the senate coimittee on state affairs. Senators Arnold, Culbert-
son ana Cunningham dissenting, 

lío. 230,A, was recommended for i nde f in i t e postponement toy 
the coffiiûitte© on s t a t e a f f a i r s . 

l o . 164,S. was recoiiuaended for i nde f in i t e postponement by 
comKiittee on s t a t e a f f a i r s . 

? 
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Information gained from Miss Ada James, Chairman of the Legisla­
tive CoKicdttee of the Wisconsin V:Oman's Suffrage Association. 

In 1911 there were two classes of women lobbying—those who 
©ame to work for the stiffrage bill, and those who came to ?/ork for 
the anti-tuberculosis appropriation, the child labor bl¿lj_tlie 
nitrate of__siJjmiLAbiJl̂ --Äad--&tixeir-öiini:lsr̂  Tne latter 

ardent suffragists who joined the 
, 2he 
forces of the 

suffrage lobbyists, A thorough canvas of all the members was WkåM^-
and 
toly 

the bill passed 16 to 4 in the Senate ; 49 to 18 in the Assem-

'îritliTthese women as a nucleus, a. new organisation vv'as formed— 
the Political Equality Leagiie. It opened headquarters in Milwaukee, 
organised a Men's Lesgtis, and carried on the campaign for the adop­
tion of the bill at the referendum. ïheir expenditures were limit­
ed by the Corrupt Prectioes Act to i|10,000. 2he bill was defeated 
at the polls in ïlov. 1912 by a larger vote than thafc cast for pre­
sident, due to the fact that the ballots for suffrage were east sep­
arately, and the liquor interests were thus able to keep their men 
in line. 

In feb. 1913, the v'oman's Suffrage Association of which the 
lev. Olympia Brown was president, united ?/ith the Bolitieal Equal­
ity League, of which Miss Ada James was president, and lårs, Eenry 
M. YDumans was elected president of the new organisation, the Vvis-

¿iters. 
In the _ ,ou Senator Glenn introduced Senate Bill 225a, 

giving full BufflPe/. to women. Mr. Hobert V/ild, representing the 
German American Liquor interests vms the only person who appeared 
against it at the üenate hearing. In the Assembly hearings, the 
women Anti-Suffragists appeared for the first time; Mrs. Hobbins, 
Mrs. Eoyt, and Mrs. Kurts of Milwaukee. 

x̂ he Suffragists again made a canvas of the legislature. In 
the Senate they thought they had 22 out of 3£ votes, but the Pro­
gressives diä not stand by them, and the vote stood 17 to 15 in 
favor of the bill. 

In the Assembly, the coiiöittee recoiamended it 
Mr. Mahon and Mr. Dietrich dissenting. 2he v/omen, 
the Brogressives wished the bill defeated because 
the responsibility for sigrdiu; the. bill to rest ixp 
who might thus bo injured vrizh the licmor interest 
votes of a ntimber of Democratic member s. 2hey ala 
to the Progressive Headquarters and to lîr. Rooseve 
coming back from those sources whipped some of the 
The result was a vote of 47 to 26 in favor of the 
vetoed by the governor, on the ground that it was 
the liiatter before the voters again. 

s adoption, with 
believing that 
they dio. not want 
on the governor, 
, secured the 
o sent telegrams 
It, and telegrams 
party into line. 
bill. But it was 
too scon to place 


